Computer games as a way to improve one’s English
vocabulary skills
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Introduction

When our parents or our teachers think about computer games, they
become angry faces and often get square eyes!

At the moment it's really hard to find any children who don’t play
computer games at all. The most popular wish to Santa Claus in
winter or to the parents before birthday is to get a new modern
computer with the play-station or at least a good phone. The adults
take up the negatives when it comes to children playing computer
games. But these games have a lot of positive benefits. We will

remind the benefits that children receive from computer games.

Playing computer games improves coordination, attention and
concentration. Playing computer games improves the brain
speed functions and social skills, educate financial capability.
You can play online computer games, so you interact with people all
over the world. You can find new friends, but also strengthen current

friendships.

But the most important benefit from nearly all computer games
is getting good English skills. As computer or phone games are
a normal part of modern childhood. We must think not only about the

potential dangers but about advantages they give us.

English learning games and video games can help you learn English faster
and can help improve your language skills.
Computer games enhance traditional learning methods and make English

fun and exciting.




1. Benefits of Computer and Phone Games for English

learners

We tried to explore three biggest benefits of using computer games to learn

English:

1.1. Computer Games Help Improve Linguistic Skills

Together with a good foundation in vocabulary and grammar, computer
games help pupils improve reading, listening and speaking skills. Thanks
such games all pupils have an opportunity to practice their English every day
with other English learners as well as with native speakers. Every day
practice gives its results!

Learning games and computer games require the integration of several
linguistic skills including reading, listening, speaking, and even writing.
Playing games help remove the fear of making mistakes in conversation and

writing.

1.2. English Learning Games Make Studying Fun without Stress

Homework and endless tests can cause a great deal of stress in pupils.
This stress can actually derail a pupil’s progress: they can feel isolated
from their more successful friends. But computer games and learning

games help alleviate stress and help pupils have fun while learning English.

Nowadays games are often voiced by talented actors with a variety of
accents, so playing games exposes you to a lot of natural English. The best
way to practice listening is to listen to something you find interesting, so find
a game that you like and your listening skills will improve at a remarkable

rate.




1.3. Computer games help get rich vocabulary

Children who spend lots of time on interactive computer games, develop a
better English vocabulary than non-gamers. While playing different computer
games children need to understand more and more new English words they
don’t learn at school. They need these words to understand the meaning of

the game or to communicate with other players.

1.4. Opinion survey

We surveyed over 60 pupils of the primary school. We asked simple
guestions about computer games in their life and about learning English in
games they play.

See: Annex 1

We found out that only 20 % of respondents do not play computer games at
all. They have other interesting hobbies.

See: Annex 2

Our pie-diagram shows how the pupils of our school use computer games
for learning English. 50 % of respondents play only Russian games, so they
do not learn or find any English words in games. 30% of respondents think
they have learnt many English words thanks computer games. Only 20 %
really find new information, learn new words and word combinations and
improve their English skills.

See: Annex 3




2. Computer gamers’ vocabulary

In our work we have presented a list of words which are often used by all

computer gamers.

2.1. The names of main buttons

No | English words Translation

1 Start game Havano vrpbl unu Havatb HOBYLO Urpy

2 Music My3blka

3 Settings HacTtponku

4 Pictures — leads to a | KaptnHka — [Npn HaxaTum 3TOM KHOIMKMK
page with  special | ocywecTBnsercs nepexon K
pictures from the game | cneumanbHbIM KapTUHKaM 3TOM UrPbI

5 Gallery Fanepes

6 Album Anbbom

7 Read file UTeHune nanku

8 Menu MeHto

9 Save game CoxpaHuTb urpy

10 Exit Bbixoa vnu Beintu

11 Fullscreen Mrpa Bo BeCb aKpaH

12 In window OKOHHbIN pexum

13 Back Bosgpatr (Hanpumep, K MeHW, unm K

Havany urpbl)
14 Recap oTODOpaXeHne  KpaTKoro coaep’kaHus
nocnegHnx cobbITUM Urpbl
15 Automatically progress | ABTonpomoTka




16 Properties CsoncTtsa nnm XapaKkTePUCTUKN,
oTobpaxatoLme Nporpecc repost urpbl

17 Character NnepcoHax urpsbl

18 Skills HaBbIKM

19 Load 3arpyantb urpy

20 History NcTopusa

21 Earlier PaHblie

22 Notes 3anuncku

23 Notepad BriokHoT

24 Journal XKypHan

25 Diary [HEeBHWK

26 reset Cb6poc

27 pause naysa

28 on BKJT

29 off BbIKN




2.2. Main game words meaning

No | English words Translation
1 play nrpatb
player NUrPOK
2 stage cLeHa
3 level ypOBEHb
4 goal Luenb
5 adventure NPUKNIOYEHNEe
6 alias NceBooHUMa Urpoka
7 help NoMOLLb
8 ban 3anpet
9 resume pe3tome
10 online OHnanH
11 offline OdnanH
12 points MYHKTbI
13 sound 3BYK
14 pause Maysa
15 score Cuer
16 keys Knoun
17 connect CoeguHuTbCA
18 language A3bik
19 map KapTa
20 single player OAWHOYHbIW UTPOK
21 multi player MynbTunneep




22 congratulations nosgpasneHnsd
23 display nokas

24 sign in BONTU

25 log out BbIXOZ U3 Urpbl
26 graphics 'paduka

27 default HedonTt

28 leave OTnyck

29 voice "onoc

30 custom O6blyan

31 advanced PaclwmpeHHbIn
32 network CeTb

33 show [MokasaTb

34 quality KauectBO

35 apply Ob6paTtuTtbCA
36 more Ewe

37 edit MpaButb

38 rate YpoBeHb

39 game mode PEXMM Urpbl
40 client KnneHt

41 game console nrpoBasi KOHCOIb
42 demo Obpaseu

43 server CepBep

44 software nporpammMmHoe obecnevyeHne
45 texture CTpykTypa




46 patch y4acToK

47 achievement OOCTUXEHne

48 eSports KnoepcnopT

49 RPG (role player game) | Ponesas unrpa

50 Checkpoint KoHTponbHas Touka
51 Ehpa(?acters) (non-player HeunrpoBon nepcoHax
52 Turn-based strategy MowaroBas cTparteruns
53 Cheater Untep

54 Well played Monopaeu! Xopowasa urpa!
56 autosave ABTOCOXpaHeHue

57 boss bocc

58 Score Cuert

59 Exp OnbIT, AOCTUXEHNE

60 Lampscrare Ckpumep




2.3. Common English words in pupils’ books

It has to mention that some common words we learn in our pupils’ books at
school have different meanings in computer games. While playing games we
often see a word and we know its meanings but cannot understand what the
author of the game wants to say. If we speak about the insects in our English
lessons, we all know what the bug is. But if you play computer game, “bug”

will point a mistake in your play.

In the table below we have concluded some words the pupils certainly know

from school.
No |Word Translation from | Word meaning in computer
the pupils’s book | slang

1 kite BosaywHein 3amen | [Npouecc ataku, npn KOTOPOM
COMEpHWK He MOXeT [AaTtb
caaun

2 luck yoaya Jlakep, HEONbITHbIN  UrPOK,
KOTOPOMY OYEHb BE3ET B Urpe

3 bug XYK Owwubka B urpe

4 item MYHKT [Mpeaomert

5 to smoke KypuTb, KONTUTb [biMoBas rpaHaTa

6 grief rope «TEPPOPUCT», KOTOPbIN
BpeauT Urpokam

7 to build CTPOUTb HacTponka  xapakTepucTuk
nepcoHaxa urpbl

8 to mount B3GupaTbCS CpefcTBO NnepeaBmXeHns

9 to add nob6aenaTb Bpar, npucoeguHmBluMincs B
BaLLy Urpy

10 |camp narepb Camper — oauH M3 UrPOKOB,
«CHMMaKLWM» nNpoberaroLmx
MMMO NPOTMBHMKOB 13 3acagpbl

11 |to delete Ctupartb, yoanate | CHoCUTb




Conclusion

For some children computer games are the keys motivation for learning at
least some English words necessary for understanding the game and the
other gamers they play with. Even if the children play computer games in
Russian they need a lot of English words to understand for starting the game.
They have to understand all the keyboard buttons to choose the right way
for playing. So, a lot of children play computer games not only for fun but for

learning something interesting.
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Annex 1
List of questions

1. Do you play computer games?
- Yes No

2. How often do you play computer games?
- every day at the weekends

3. Do you think computer games help you to improve you English skills?
- Yes No
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Annex 2

Total number of surveyed pupils

Surveyed pupils

= Non-gamers 20% = Gamers 80% L] L]
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Annex 3

Computer games as a tool for learning English

Computer games for learning English

= | have learnt a lot of English words in games = | find new expressions every day

= Sometimes | remember English words = | play computer games only in Russian
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